
MILLENIUM GOALS  



Education for All Goals 
 

Six internationally agreed education goals aim to meet the learning needs of all children, youth and adults by 
2015. 
   

Goal 1  
Expanding and improving comprehensive early childhood care and education, especially for the most vulnerable 
and disadvantaged children.  
 

Goal 2 
Ensuring that by 2015 all children, particularly girls, children in difficult circumstances and those belonging to 
ethnic minorities, have access to, and complete, free and compulsory primary education of good quality.  
 

Goal 3  
Ensuring that the learning needs of all young people and adults are met through equitable access to 
appropriate learning and life-skills programmes. 
 

Goal 4  
Achieving a 50 per cent improvement in levels of adult literacy by 2015, especially for women, and equitable 
access to basic and continuing education for all adults.  
 

Goal 5  
Eliminating gender disparities in primary and secondary education by 2005, and achieving gender equality in 
ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴ ōȅ нлмрΣ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ŦƻŎǳǎ ƻƴ ŜƴǎǳǊƛƴƎ ƎƛǊƭǎΩ Ŧǳƭƭ ŀƴŘ Ŝǉǳŀƭ ŀŎŎŜǎǎ ǘƻ ŀƴŘ ŀŎƘƛŜǾŜƳŜƴǘ ƛƴ ōŀǎƛŎ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴ 
of good quality.  
 

Goal 6  
Improving all aspects of the quality of education and ensuring excellence of all so that recognized and 
measurable learning outcomes are achieved by all, especially in literacy, numeracy and essential life skills. 



Education is development. It creates choices and 
opportunities for people, reduces the twin 

burdens of poverty and diseases, and gives a 
stronger voice in society. For nations it creates a 
dynamic workforce and well-informed citizens 

able to compete and cooperate globally ς opening 
doors to economic and social prosperity.  

Target 3 
Ensure that, by 2015, children everywhere, boys 

and girls alike, will be able to complete a full 
course of primary schooling.  

 



Primary Completion Rate ð 1995 - 2001  



One extra year of schooling 
ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎŜǎ ŀƴ ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭΩǎ 
earnings by up to 10%. 

Education Counts 
 
Education gives people the 
knowledge and skills they need to 
live better lives. It can boost 
productivity and open doors to jobs 
and credit. 
Poverty is one of the main reasons 
children are being left out of school. 
 
Each additional year of schooling 
raises average annual gross 
domestic product (GDP) growth by 
0.37%. 



Girls and women receive 
higher economic returns 
from secondary education 
than boys men. 



171 Million 
people could be lifted out of 
poverty if all students in low-

income countries left school with 
basic reading skills ς that is 

equivalent to a 12% cut in world 
poverty. 

171 million could mean the total 
combined population of 

 
Australia ς 20.6 Million 
Cambodia ς 14.8 Million 
Colombia ς 45.3 Million 

Netherlands ς 16.6 Million 
Tunisia ς 10.4 Million 
Uganda ς 30.9 Million 



$16 billion a year in aid would 
send all children to school in 
low-income countries. 
 
This is about half of the 
amount Europeans and 
Americans spend on ice cream 
annually ($31 billion). 



In Kenya, if women farmers 
are given the same level of 
education as their male 
partners, their yields for 
maize, beans and cowpeas 
increase by up to 22%. 

Education Counts 
because it promotes gender equality and empowers 
women 
 
Education is the key to addressing gender-based inequalities 
and exclusion. 
 
While girls and boys have the same fundamental human 
rights, young women generally receive less education, have 
fewer opportunities and enjoy less freedom than young 
men. Girls who live in remote rural areas or speak a minority 
language are often excluded from education. 

Two-ǘƘƛǊŘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΩǎ трф aƛƭƭƛƻƴ ƛƭƭƛǘŜǊŀǘŜ ŀŘǳƭǘǎ ŀǊŜ 
women. 
 
Women are paid less for their work and have limited 
access to positions of decision-making and power. 
 
Wages, agricultural income and productivity ς all critical 
for reducing poverty ς are higher where women involved 
in agriculture receive better education. 



... while those with no 
education have an 
average of 7 children. 

In Mali, women with 
secondary education or 
higher have an average 
of 3 children ... 

Education plays an important role in giving women 
more control over how many children they have. An 
extra year of female schooling reduces fertility rates by 
10% 



In Latin America, children 
whose mothers have some 
secondary schooling remain in 
school for two to three more 
years than children of mothers 
with less schooling. 

Years 

Girls are still being left behind. 
 
In sub-Saharan Africa, almost 12 Million girls 
who are not attending school are expected 
never to enrol while the number for boys is 7 
Million. 



Education Counts 
because it reduces 
child mortality. 

 
Education is associated 
with lower levels of 
child mortality and 
better nutrition and 
health. 
 
Children of mothers 
with secondary 
education or higher are 
twice as likely to 
survive beyond age 5 
as those whose 
mothers have no 
education. 

Each year 9.3 Million children 
die before they reach the 
starting age for primary school. 

Approximately 1 child 
in 3 under the age of 5 
suffers from moderate 
to severe stunting. 
 
By the time these 
children enter school, 
their potential for 
learning has been 
diminished due to 
malnourishment. 

Being born to a mother under 18 increases the risk of 
infant mortality by 60%, 



Each extra year ƻŦ ŀ ƳƻǘƘŜǊΩǎ 
schooling reduces the probability of 
infant mortality by 5% to 10%. 



In sub-Saharan Africa, an estimated 
мΦу Ƴƛƭƭƛƻƴ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ƭƛǾŜǎ ŎƻǳƭŘ ƘŀǾŜ 
been saved in 2008 if their mothers 
had at least secondary education. 



There were 9.3 Million child deaths in 2008. 
 
The leading causes of child mortality are neonatal causes (37%), pneumonia (19%) and diarrhoea 
(17%), and the origin of all these is child malnutrition. 
 
In children under 5, 40% of deaths are estimated to occur in the first month of life so improving 
newborn care is essential. 

Children of educated mothers are more likely to be 
vaccinated and less likely to be stunted because of 
malnourishment. 
 
In Indonesia, child vaccination rates are 19% when 
mothers have no edcuation. This increases to 68% 
when mother have at least secondary school 
education. 



Education Counts 
because it helps 
improve maternal 
health. 

One-quarter to one-half of girls in developing 
countries become mothers before they are 
18. 

Women with 
higher levels of 
education are 
more likely to 
delay and space 
out pregnancies, 
and to seek 
health care and 
support. 



Adolescent girls are up to 5 times more 
likely to die from complications during 
pregnancy than women in their 20s. 
 
Their babies are also at a greater risk of 
dying. 



In Niger, women face 
a 1 in 7 chance of 
dying in childbirth. 

In rich countries, 
the odds 
average 1 in 
8,000. 


